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Cover: Kaufmann Lake Couverture: Lac Kaufmann. 
Shattered rock with softened peaks typify the Rocky 
Mountains in Kootenay National Park 


The flat-lying rocks of the park's northeastern limits 
and the sharply-folded and faulted peaks of the south offer 
the park visitor an opportunity to enjoy a wide variety of 
mountain scenery. 


Kootenay National Park stretches for 65 miles parallel 
to the Rockies and includes the Vermilion Valley and sec- 
tions of the Sinclair and Kootenay Valleys. Park visitors 
come each year to savour alpine lakes, high glaciers, deep 
canyons, hot springs, and wildlife that are all preserved in 
this 543-square-mile park. 


Park history 

“Kootenay” is an anglicized version of the Indian word 
“K’tunaxa’’ which means “strangers” or “people from 
beyond the hills’. Long before the white man first ted 
the area, Indians met at the hot springs. Pictographs near 
the springs suggest they were a favourite gathering place 
for plains and mountain Indian bands. 


During the 1840s Sir George Simpson passed through 
the area in search of a fur trade route through the moun- 
tains to the Columbia River. About 40 years later John 
McKay homesteaded a large tract of land which included 
the hot springs. 


The springs were first developed in 1911 when John 
Harmsworth built two log buildings and a pool on the site 
of the present Aquacourt 


The basic area of the park was ceded to the federal 
government by the province of British Columbia in 1919 
and ultimately became Canada’s tenth national park. In 
return for the land, the federal government built the 
Banff-Windermere Road. 
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Climate and Vegetation — Zoxt 

In the Columbia and Kootenay Valleys, Douglas fir and 

spruce grow together in a forest adapted to the area's hot 
dry summers, moderate winters, and low annual pre- 
cipitation. Farther north, in the Vermilion Valley, moder- 
ate summers and more severe winters encourage 
Engelmann spruce to predominate at lower levels and 
alpine fir to grow at higher altitudes. 


Above the timberline, at approximately 7,000 feet, the 
coniferous forests give way to windswept meadows 
covered with red and white mountain heather, dwarf 
willow, and bog laurel. 


During the summer, wild flowers colour the slopes and 
meadows. An abundance of mariposa lily, Venus’s slipper 
orchid, white globe flower, avalanche lily and snow lily 
bloom during the short growing season, 


Animals 

Animals naturally seek the environment best suited to 
their needs. Some species travel from place to place with 
the seasons. Elk and mule deer migrate up the mountain 
slopes in the spring to summer ranges near timberline. 
Bighorn sheep summer high in the mountains but often 
visit soil licks near Radium Hot Springs; they spend 
winter on grassy slopes at lower elevations. Mountain 
goats prefer high altitudes except during rutting season 
Mount Wardle is one of the best places to see them from 
the parkway. 


Visitors may see black bears throughout the park. 
Grizzlies usually live in more remote regions, but can. 
sometimes be seen in the spring on the steep avalanche 
slopes above the Vermilion River. 


Remember: All bears are dangerous and regulations 
prohibit feeding or molesting them. 
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White-tailed plarmigan 
in winter plumage. 


Lagopéde 3 queue blanche 
dans plumage d'hiver. 


To date 152 bird species have been identified in 
Kootenay National Park. The western tanager, pine 
siskin, and Audubon warbler live in the Dougas fir forest 
In the Engelmann spruce forest, you may find the olive- 
sided flycatcher, northern three-toed woodpecker 
Canada jay, and red-breasted nuthatch 
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Where to stay 

A variety of private and public accommodation is 
available in and adjacent to Kootenay National Park 
McLeod Meadow and Marble Canyon campgrounds offer 
unserviced campsites; Redstreak has both serviced and un- 
serviced areas. Camping space is available at a nominal fee 
ona first-come, first-served basis. A maximum stay of two 
consecutive weeks at most campgrounds is allowed 
Campgrounds open about May 15 and close around Sep- 
tember 30, depending upon weather conditions. Winter 
camping is available in designated areas. Additional 
accommodation is available at Radium Junction, and at 
Vermilion Crossing and at private campgrounds west of 
the park on Highway No. 95, 


Visitors may bring dogs and cats to the park, but for the 
safety of pets and park animals dogs must be leashed 


How to enjoy the park 

Kootenay National Park is open all year although some 
services are not available from October to May. Most visi- 
tors see the park during the summer, but each year an in- 
creasing number discover that a variety of activities, in- 
cluding photography, swimming, and cross-country ski- 
ing are available during the winter. 


Swimming: The Radium Hot Springs Aquacourt, operated 
by the park, is open all year. The hot pool, at bathwater 
temperature, and the cool pool (better for swimmers) are 
both outdoors. 


Fishing: Fishermen may try their luck in the Vermilion, 
Simpson, and Kootenay Rivers and in their tributaries. 
Dolly Varden char and many varieties of trout including 
brook, cutthroat and rainbow can be found in these 
waters. Whitefish may be hooked also. Anglers must ob- 
taina national park fishing permit available at a nominal 
fee from information centres, wardens, and campground 
kiosks. 
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Raquetteurs dans 
Ie canyon Haliner 


Hitiner Canyon 


Hiking: Visitors will find the park’s many miles of hiking 
trails marked on a topographic map available for a small 
charge from information centres or park headquarters. 
Climbers, overnight hikers or anyone travelling off park 
trails must register with a warden before and after each 


trip. 


Fires: Fires are permitted only in fireplaces provided or in 
outdoor portable stoves, and barbecues may be used only 
in campgrounds and picnic areas. Please dump used coals 
into park fireplaces or hot ash receptacles. Before leaving 
on an overnight trip, hikers must obtain an open fire per- 
mit from the information centre, the administration office, 
or any park warden. Permits will be granted only when 
the risk of forest fires is low 


Ifyou find an untended fire, try to extinguish it. If it is 
beyond control, report it to the nearest park employee 


Boating: Row boats, canoes, and rafts are allowed only on 
the Kootenay River, with permission of the park superin- 
tendent, They may not be used on park lakes. 
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For greater enjoyment 

The park urges visitors to participate in its free 
interpretive program. Naturalists and park staff 
conduct field trips and offer a variety of evening 
interpretive programs at campground theatres. In 
addition to the conducted walks, there are self- 
guiding trails and informative publications. The 
park welcomes organized groups to use this ser- 
vice, but they should make arrangements with the 
superintendent well in advance of their visit 


For your information 

Visitors may obtain information at information centres 
located at the west park gate, the Aquacourt, and Marble 
Canyon. The Marble Canyon information centre is closed 
during the off-season. More information may be obtained 
by writing 

The Superintendent, Kootenay National Park, Box 220, 
Radium Hot Springs, British Columbia. V0A 1MO. 


Indian and Affaires indiennes 
Northern Affairs et du Nord 
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